
 

Garnet is the birthstone for the month of January and is the anniversary gemstone for the 

second year of marriage. These gemstones are found in an amazing variety of colours! 

The name comes from the Latin word granatus, meaning ‘like a grain’. The rounded shape also 

refers to the seeds of the pomegranate.  

 

 

General Information 

Garnet is a group of minerals with similar physical and crystalline properties but with many 

different colours, from deep red to tangerine, green to pale pink, as well as purple. Each colour 

has a particular trade or variety name including: rhodolite, demantoid, grossular, tsavorite, 

hessonite, spessartite, almandine, pyrope and mandarin.  

The most common types of garnet, almandine (dark red to brownish red) and pyrope (blood 

red) are the most affordable. Bright colours are usually more expensive than dark or pale hues. 

Larger stones are readily available in the common types of garnet but extremely scarce in the 

valuable tsavorite and demantoid garnets. 

History and Lore 

Throughout history garnets have been prized for their rich colours and 

supposed mystical properties. Garnets are found in jewellery from 

ancient Egyptian, Greek and Roman eras. Many courageous travellers 

wore garnets for protection as they were thought to illuminate the night 

and keep away evil. It is said that Noah used a garnet lantern to navigate 

his way to safety during forty days of torrential rain. 

Durability 

With a hardness of 7 - 7½ on the Mohs scale of Hardness, garnets are quite sturdy and 

resistant to everyday wear and tear. 



 

 

 

Garnet variety:  Almandine 

Almandine garnet, also known as almandite is one of the most common 

variety of garnets. Large amounts of almandine garnets are available 

from many parts of the world, only a relatively small quantity is of gem 

quality. The gem may exhibit colours ranging from red to orangey and 

purplish red and normally is of a deeper red than other red gemstones.  

Garnet variety:  Pyrope 

These are the best known of the red garnets. There are a number of 

sources of this gem and they include South Africa, Madagascar, 

Tanzania, Sri Lanka and the USA. Pyrope garnet colour is typically dark-

red. The bigger the gem, normally the darker the colour.  

Andradite - variety:  Demantoid 

The name comes from the Dutch and means ‘diamond-like’, referring 

to its fire and brilliance which surpasses that of diamond and is the 

most valuable and rarest of the garnets. Colour is believed to be due 

to chrome and ranges from yellowish green to a deep emerald green. 

Large stones are extremely rare, most stones being under one carat 

once cut.  

Demantoid garnet was first discovered in the Russian Ural Mountains in 1868 and became 

Russia’s star jeweller Carl Faberge’s favourite gemstone. It quickly became very popular in 

Europe but after the chaos of Word War 1, it virtually disappeared. This all changed when 

another source was discovered in Namibia in the mid 1990’s, ranging in colour from light green 

to an intense blue-green. However, 

Specie- Grossularite - variety:  Tsavorite 

Tsavorite Is the name given to the rich green variety of grossular garnet. 

The colour is believed to be due to vanadium and ranges from a light 

green to a deep forest green. Like demantoid garnet, Tsavorite has 

great brilliance and despite having almost the same Mohs Hardness as 

emerald (7½), it is decidedly more robust. Cut stones of over two carats 

are very rare and tsavorite is not enhanced in anyway. 

The gemstone was discovered by British geologist Campbell Bridges in Tanzania in 1967, and 

then in Kenya in 1970. The name Tsavorite was coined by Tiffany’s Henry Platt and Bridges in 

honour of Tsavo National Park, which lies adjacent to the tsavorite deposit. 

Much of the recent productions has been from Kenya but some tsavorite has also been found 

near Arusha, Tanzania. It is interesting to note that since the darker material is from Kenya and 

the lighter colors are from Tanzania, the Kenyans insist that only the darker stones should be 

called tsavorites.  

 



 

 

 

Many experts believe tsavorite will be the next demantoid, extinct and very rare. It is often 

called ‘the Rolls-Royce of greens at Cadillac prices’. Today there are only four small mines 

operating in Kenya and sporadic production probably means higher prices. 

Specie - Grossularite - variety: Hessonite  

These garnets vary from brownish yellow through to a brownish 

orange. It is found in the gem gravels of Sri Lanka and practically 

all the gem material is obtained from this locality. These garnets 

have peculiar and unique treacly streaks which give the interiors 

an oily or even glasslike appearance.  

Garnet variety:  Spessartite 

This is a rare garnet occurring in three basic 

colours, the light bright orange from Nigeria and 

California, deeper reddish orange stones also 

coming from Nigeria and the famous tangerine, 

orange ‘mandarin’ garnets from Namibia, which 

are in a class by themselves. From left, a mandarin 

garnet from Namibia, a spessartite from Nigeria, and a spessartite from the Little Three mine 

at Ramona, CA. 

Garnet variety:  Mandarin Garnet 

Radiant orange/ red spessartine garnets were found in 1991 in the north-

west of Namibia. They became famous overnight and given the trade name 

Mandarin garnet.  However, the mine was exhausted in a short while and 

further prospecting in the Namibian bush would have proved too 

expensive.  In 1994 another source of equal quality was discovered in 

Nigeria.  

Garnet variety:  Malaia Garnet 

Primarily composed of spessartine and pyrope, the colour and 

gemmological properties occur in a range which can overlap with 

grossularite, rhodolite, and pyrope. Some of them may change colour 

under daylight and incandescent lighting probably possibly due to the 

presence of vanadium or chromium in trace amounts. 

Garnet variety:  Rhodolite Garnet 

This is the name applied to a mixture of pyrope and almandine garnet. 

Rhodolite tends to be lighter in colour than most other kinds of red 

garnets with a fine purple or raspberry coloured undertone. It can be 

easily confused with rubies because of the similarity in colour.  


